Subject: Governor's HB 6375 Section 2 (e) #6 NOT in favor of this bill.

As a certified Sign Language Interpreter working for the State of Connecticut Commission on the
Deaf and Hearing Impaired (CDHI}, | am strongly encouraging you to vote NO to the Governor's
HB 6375 Section 2 (e} #6, where it staies that the Commission on the Deaf and Hearing Impaired
{(CDHI}is to be terminated July 1, 2014, Listed below are quick bulleted reasons | believe the
Commission on the Deaf should not be terminated. This list is a quick reference; it is by no means
an exhaustive list:

Closing CDH! will cause more undo financial burden for the State agencies (DCF, DDS,DMHAS,
DOC, etc) to comply with federal mandated laws ( stated below) then it would cost to keep the
Commission a functioning identity within the Executive Branch. CDHI's compelifors charge
substantially more money than the current rates at COHI.

CDHI enabtes the State of CT to be in compliance with federal mandated laws such as;
Americans with Disabilities Act, (ADA), Individuals with Disabilities in Education Act, {IDEA) and
No Child Left Behind (NCLB).

Closing CDHI will no longer provide the State of CT wilh a governing agency to oversee the
statutory ilaw {CGS Section 46a-33a) of all interpreters being registered in the State and working
with proper certification.

Closing CDHI will directly effect and negatively impact the quality of life for all persons who are
Deaf and Hearing Impaired as well as the community at large due to the limited access to
services such as interpreting, counseling and advocacy.

Most referrals are done through CODHI such as; medical, legal, education, businesses and
corporations.

Thank you for taking the time to read this e-mait during this busy time. If you feel that you need
further information or specifics regarding this e-mail, please feel free to coniact me at
__HandsinASL@yahoo.com

Sign here....Julie Pond Certified Sign Language interpreter for the State of Ct



